INTRODUCTION                           15
student of human nature and human history, on whom is forced a grave sense of national peril, wasted resources, and suspended energy. Public life is marked by growing bitterness, or else (which is worse) by an increasing hypocrisy which simulates it. The chief factors which command confidence and respect are kept unduly in the background. Foreign envy and domestic feuds make all serious men anxious as to the future, as to our means of confronting any sudden crisis. It is no part for the idealist or the scholar to give in detail the precise lines or results of the suggested reform. The student must remember his limits; he has a true function if ho is content to use it modestly. The practical statesman in the rough and tumble of the political fight has very little time to reflect on ultimate ideals. It is not presumed Lo dictate what should be the exact means of establishing local Parliaments for Ireland, for Ulster (if need be), for Wales, Scotland, and England. The contention is that politics must be brought nearer home to us, that local prejudice and racial, pride must be fostered and directed, not suppressed, that minorities, whether of rich or poor, must find justice. Else there can bo no State; certainly there can be no democracy. To do this we must carefully distinguish the permanent principles of government, the expert handling of the duties of an executive, from all those affairs, which properly fall into the contentious or provincial sphere: in these the people of one district and one class have as much right to their opinion as their neighbours or the central government itself. If for the greater and more dignified issues of imperial, moment, we ask a wider use of the precious and undoubted prestige of Monarchy, it is not that we are mere studonts of a past, full of monarchical lessons, but that we claim to discern and interpret a certain trait in our national spirit, a certain penitent return to the value of personal relations. Let it not bo supposed that the writer is sanguine as to